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Now, a Newsletter for ‘Intelligencers 
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By PHILIP TAUB MAN 

Special to The N*w York Timet 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 27 — Thomas 
F. Troy scoffed at the idea that he had 
achieved his life’s ambition. But it 
seemed that 1 he had as he sat in the 
basement of his home, surrounded by 
books and papers, talking about the 
reason he started one of Washington’s 
newest and most unusual newsletters, 
•’Foreign Intelligence Literary 
Scene/’ 

•‘In many ways this is a book lover’s 
operation, M be said. "It’s surprising 
bow many people are researching and 
writing about intelligence these days. 

I thought they needed a way of keep- 
ing track of the literature.” 

Mr. Troy, who retired from the Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency last year 
after a 30-year career as an analyst, 
has provided the way with a modest 
but informative 12-page newsletter 
that appears six times a year for an 
ammai subscription price of $25. By 
the standards of Washington's count- 
less newsletters, many produced by 
special interest groups trying to rally 
support for their cause, Mr. Troy’s 
publication has a refreshingly schol- 
arly, nonpartisan tone. 

Explanation of Origin 

The inaugural issue, which ap- 
peared last February, included a four- 
page bibliography of 85 recently pub- 
lished books about the intelligence 
business, several pages of book re- 
views, some brief accounts of maga- 
zine articles about intelligence and 
the following explanation of the origin 
of the newsletter: 

••No longer primarily espionage, no 
longer the sometime spying of gener- 
ally disreputable and disowned oppor- 
tunists in the service of wily princes, 
intelligence has slowly emerged as a 
distinct, varied, overt, sophisticated 
and permanent field of human and 
political knowledge and activity. 

••A consequence of the transforma- 
tion or emergence of modem foreign 
intelligence is a co r responding trans- 
formation of the literature of intelli- 
gence. No longer simply an occasional 
purloined letter or a highly unreliable 
•I Was a Spy* story, or a devitalized 
government account of its military or 
naval intelligence service — althcugh 
all of these show no sign of dying out! 
— the literature of intelligence has 
today become a much larger, richer, 
more informative, even scholarly and 
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“This requires a literary vehicle Mr. Troy, who is 63 years old, re- 
wberein ‘intelligencers ’ can openly ceived a master's degree in political 
read, write and talk about intelli- philosophy from Fordham University 
gence.” before enlisting In the CIA. in 1S5L 

Subsequent issues of tbe newsletter His initial plan after retiring was to 
have included not only book lists and start a hoc* club specializing in voL 
reviews but also a smattering of news nmw about intelligence. And »i*h«»g h 
about tbe intelligence profession and that ides was over taken by the news- 
several features about book collectors letter, Mr. Troy has not ahan<v^fd it. 
who have accumulated thousands of with help from tbe publishers of his 
volumes about the history and art of book, who also underwrite tbe news- 
spying. letter, Mr. Troy plans to start tbe book 

Mr. Troy uses tbe basement of his club next year, 
borne In Betheeda, Md., ss tbe news- Mr. Troy writes in the glow of a 
letter’s editorial office and sometimes tw H- lamp tha t struggles to supple- 
caiis on his daughter Margaret to han- ment tbe dim dayli gh t reaching tbe 
die typing chores. Libraries serve as small wooden table that serves as Ms 
his main aource of information. desk. "I find writing difficult,” be 

Mr. Troy's transformation from ! said. “Why I crucify myself I «vwi»t 
C.LA. analyst to author and publisher | know.** — 

began more than 10 yean ago when he He laughed, and added. “I hate 

wrote a classified history about Wil- J goU.” - -j 

liam J. Donovan, tbe bead of tbe Of- 
/fice of Strategic Services in World 
* War II, and the establishment of the 
CIA. Tbe book, entitled “Donovan 
and tbe CIA.,*’ was declassified last 
year; bard-cover copies were pub- 
lished by AJetheia Books, a subsidiary 
erf University Publications of Amer- 
ica. _ ; .. 


certainly more varied body of writ- 
ings than one would have envisioned a 
few decades ago. 
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